TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS*   SCHOOL

first by the use of separate or discrete objects and should
not proceed beyond twelve for some time.1

Objects should always be intrinsically interesting,
e.g. brightly coloured wooden beads, coloured beans,
coloured sticks, tablets or shells. All children love to
thread beads, to sort and arrange things, and between
four and five years their number occupations may be
of this type. Bead threading should at first be pursued
simply for the child's satisfaction in colour or form and
in making a long string; but when the children have
had a really satisfying time in this way, we can introduce
devices which may cause attention to be directed more
to the number aspect of threading, for example, using
charts of beads for threading in groups of two, three,
four and five, varying the form and colour of each
group. Five-year-old children find this an absorbing
occupation, and when the beads have been strung
according to the chart, the string can be placed upon
the table and the corresponding figure placed below
each group.

Counting for children of six to seven may be developed
further. We may introduce them to the decimal system
of notation by explaining the convenience of counting
in tens. Each child should be supplied with a box of
beans, sticks or beads, and learn how to m^ake up his
own sets of ten. In the Decroly School; ten beans are
put into a small bag; some of the bags are sewn up, to

1 See Lodge, Sir O., Easy Mathematics, p. i.
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